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Bose  soon  quits  Karl  Marx  and  raises  the  slogan  "Back  to
Tagore."
But there was something to compensate, and this is one of
the most important literary events in recent Bengal. It is Bishnn
Dey's development into Marxism. His growth of conviction took
a long time no doubt. But, then, we have reasons to hope it to
be stable and strong. An intellectual of his calibre cannot be
expected to change overnight. He had too much to discuss with
himself ; too much to explain to himself. It is fortunate that
after so much deliberation he did not, like Sucjhindranath Dutta,
decide to keep mum. Anyway, when the ends of his literary re-
search were achieved he proved himself to be a. great boon to the
new generation. They found in him not only a well-read intel-
lectual who could silence the opponent with scholarship and logic
but also a powerful poet who could dispel the reactionary doubt
concerning the effective transformation of the Marxist content into
literature proper.
IV.
Our story does not end here. After a period of feverish
leftism Bengali poetry today faces another crisis. The poets them-
selves realise something is lacking in them. And naturally so.
Marxism is a matter of theory and practice. None of them is a
worker, They come from middle-class families. On the negative
side they can successfully expose the hollowness of the present
order. Brilliant and successful satire is .not rare. But on the
positive, they seem to indulge only in dreams of the prosperous
future. Subhas seems to realise this. He leaves poetry for the
time being and goes to gather positive political experience. Most
of the others are either gradually growing disinterested or saying
something which has already been said before.
One is tempted to make a speculative digression here, a
speculation concerning the future of Bengali poetry. There are at
least three distinct directions of hope. First, if India is freed
from her colonial limitation after this total war, something really
inspiring may come to the poets. Secondly, if the present poets
can be more intimate with the masses, their Marxism would gain
in strength. Subhas, if he returns to literature wholeheartedly
is likely to bring fresh enthusiasm. Lastly, if any new poet
springs up from the proletariat itself he is sure to open new path-
Ttfays, Considering the corruption of the present educational sys-
tem, it is perhaps too much -to expect this last alternative. But